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so to stereotype them that we are unable to
look round them, or to give anything that we
instinctively dislike a fair trial. Most people in
fact, in matters of opinion, tend to get infected
with a species of Toryism by the time that they
reach middle age, until they get into the frame
of mind which Montaigne describes, of thinking
so highly of their own conjectures as to be
prepared to burn other people for not regard-
ing them as certainties. This frame of mind is
much to be reprobated, but it is unhappily
common. How often does one meet sensible,
shrewd, and intelligent men, who say frankly that
they are not prepared to listen to any evidence
which tells against their beliefs. How rare it is
to meet a man who in the course of an argu-
ment will say, " Well, I had never thought of that
before; it must be taken into account, and it
modifies my view." Such an attitude is looked
upon by active-minded and energetic men as
having something weak and even sentimental
about it. How common it is to hear people say
that a man ought to have the courage of his
opinions ; how rare it is to find a man who will
say that one ought to have the courage to change
one's opinions. Indeed, in public life it is gene-